Future Lawyers Support Organ Donation and Transplantation.
In 2016 the total number of solid organ transplantations in Poland was 1469; the number of patients on waiting lists was approximately 1600 every month, and demand for organs is increasing every year. Transplantation has achieved increasing support and acceptance among Polish people; however, there are still many ethical, moral, and legal barriers related to this form of treatment of end-stage organ failure. The research method is a diagnostic survey of 347 law students from the Faculty of Law, University of Bialystok, Poland. The research tool was the authors' questionnaire. Responders were 21.172 ± 1.34 years old (67.4% female, 74.4% urban residence). Organ procurement and transplantation from living donors are accepted by 95.6% of respondents; 97.4% are accepted from deceased donors. More than 80.4% of the respondents would agree to organ donation from their family members after death and to be donors after their death. The majority of students (80.1%) believe that the final decision of deceased organ donation should be made by the family. Despite positive attitude towards transplantation (97%), about 2% have submitted their objection to the central registry. Refusal of organ donation was associated mainly with emotions related to death (89%) and religion (47.6%). According to responders, the transplantation should be managed by patients and donors (42.1%) and universities (31.7%). Law students generally accept procurement of organs from deceased and living donors, but in situations related to family members, their acceptance rates drop significantly. According to future lawyers, patients, donors, and universities should educate society about issues related to organ transplantation.